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SAINT THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

Celebration of the Word - The Holy Rosary

On Monday we learnt about the beautiful prayer of the Holy Rosary. We talked about prayer
being a way to make our connection with God stronger. In prayer we think about wanting
our heart to be close to God’s heart- God has given us very simple and practical way of
connecting our heart with His heart by saying the Rosary. Through praying the Holy Rosary
Mary holds us by the hand and leads us through the life of Jesus to become closer to God.
This week we focussed on The Joyful Mysteries:

1. The Annunciation

2. The Visitation

3. The Nativity

4. The Presentation of our Lord

5. The Finding of Child Jesus in the Temple

We listen to the Luke's sharing of the Visitation and how Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth
and showed how she helped others before herself.

Next week we will focus on the Glorious Mysteries;

1. The Resurrection

2. The Ascension

3. The Coming of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost)

4. Assumption of Mary



5. Crowning of Mary

Glory Be

4th Mystery 4

Qur Father >
ot
3rd Mystery &

s Our Father
‘ 10 Hall GioryBe
& Marys
..’ 2nd Mystery &
- Qur Father
9 @

10 Hail 4

_ z Mary's "f

Glory Be

5th Myseery &
Qur Father

Marys Mors @
10 Hall

Mary's

".‘ 10 Hail 10 Hall :
L)

%, A
. i

ist Mystery 4
Glory Be ; Our Father
Hail Holy Queen g

b
GloryBe @
3 Hall Mary's
2
Qur Father H

Sign of the cross
ahd Apostie's Creed

Start Here (&

Mission

To say a decade of the rosary
each day this week for the
Joyful mysteries and to

serve others like Mary did.




October - The month of the Holy Rosary
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October is the month of the Holy Rosary, and we invite all our children and families to take
part in the Rosary Challenge 2026 i.e. to pray a decade of the Rosary daily from Monday to
Friday during this month . This is a lovely opportunity to pray along with Mother Mary, grow

closer to Jesus and make time for prayer each day. Children can use the Rosary Challenge

Record Sheet to keep track of their progress throughout the month. Let us come together in
prayer and grow in faith as a school community.

We would love any photos of shared experiences at home whilst using the prayer bags
(without any faces) so we can share in the newsletter or display in the prayer room.



https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f4d225a0e06d034e3255ec8/t/6ab83a7f7018c204b8016059/1790458495795/Rosary+Challenge+Record+Sheet-5.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f4d225a0e06d034e3255ec8/t/6ab83a7f7018c204b8016059/1790458495795/Rosary+Challenge+Record+Sheet-5.pdf

1 - Thank you to Chloe for sharing this picture - she and her family had a wonderful time praying together.
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Academisation Development Consultation

HCCMAC is currently consulting parents, carers, parishes and communities as part of the
proposed next phase of the development of St Raphael the Archangel Catholic Multi-
Academy Trust. The proposal is for Pope Francis CMAC, Holy Cross CMAC, Romero Catholic
Academy and eleven Voluntary Aided schools to join St Raphael the Archangel on 1
September 2027. The consultation runs until Friday 16 October 2026, and further
information about the proposal and how to submit comments can be found on our website.



https://www.stm.hccmac.co.uk/page/?title=St+Raphael+CMAT&pid=84

Loving and Compassionate

Our virtues this half term are 'loving and compassionate'. These are appropriate for the
beginning of the school year when we review our school mission and school rules. We know
we need to love one another and we show this by being safe in school, being kind, caring,
helpful. Many children have been showing their love for others by the way they have been
playing and talking to one another.
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Sam in Year 6 received a Blue Peter badge this week for raising money for charity. "Ever since
| was little | realised not everybody has as much money as we do and so | started fund raising.
This year my family has raised £72,000".







Catholic Social Teaching- Stewardship

Stewardship

To link with the beautiful Season of Creation in the Church's year, this half term we will be
focusing on how we can be good stewards. A steward is someone who takes care of
something that has been entrusted to them. As stewards of God's creation, we are all called



to think carefully about how our actions affect the world around us. By making thoughtful
choices and caring for our environment, we can help to protect and cherish the beautiful
world that God created for us to share and enjoy.

We would love for you to share some actions you are making to demonstrate how you are
being excellent Stewards. (We will only be able to publish photos that do not show faces but
can share others in assemblies).

Sustainability News

A warm welcome back to our Sustainability Team in KS2 and to our newest members in year
3.This is the name now given to our Eco Team.

Children from yr3 -6 with a keen interest in looking after the environment volunteer to meet
up at lunchtimes on a regular basis to work out ways we can do this, from litter picking,
encouraging “reduce, reuse recycle” to gardening.

They also have termly opportunities to meet other Sustainability Team members from across
the MAC to share ideas, take part in workshops and celebrate their achievements.

Last term we focused on preparing part of our school allotment area and started to grow
some vegetables and flowers, with mixed results. However despite the challenging growing
conditions over the Summer Term the

Team are enthusiastic to grow even more this year!

This week we harvested our pumpkin and planted out some sweet William seedlings and
would love to pot on and plant out more .

If you would like to support our team we would be very grateful for any donations of ...
compost ! Even partially used bags would be very much appreciated thank you !







Parish Mass Times

There is no class mass next week.

A reminder weekend Mass times are:

Saturday

5:00pm - Vigil Saint Thomas More

Sunday

9:00am - Saint Thomas More (includes Little Church)

11:00am - Saint Joseph the Worker

Little Church- Sunday 9am- This is the Liturgy of the Word with children, offering them the
opportunity to listen and respond to the Sunday Gospel at an age appropriate level. The
Children and a Prayer Leader are called forward at the beginning of Mass and process to
their sacred space where the scriptures are explored through reflection, discussion, song and
other appropriate activities. An adult may accompany a very young child until they are
settled. All return to Mass at the Procession of Gifts for the Liturgy of the Eucharist.




Year 6 Confirmation

CONFIRMATION ENROLMENT FORMS
Thank you to those Year Six children who came to Mass last Saturday and Sunday to collect
their enrolment forms for the Sacrament of Confirmation. A gentle reminder that children
are ask to collect a form on either 26th/27th September and 3rd/4th October and return
them to Fr Simon (at the Presbytery) by Friday 9th October. The Mass of Enrolment with Act
of Commitment will take place on Sunday 18th October at 9.00am.
Dates for the Saturday Sacramental Preparations are as follows;
Saturday 3rd October 4pm Session 1
Sunday 18th October 9am Sunday Mass of Commitment
Saturday 14th November 4pm Session 2
Saturday 5th December 4pm Session 3
Saturday 9th January 4pm Session 4

Saturday 27th February 4pm Session 5, 5pm Vigil Mass followed by rehearsal with sponsors

Thursday 4th March 7pm Confirmation




Sports News

A fantastic start for our girls’ football team!
This week, the team played their first match in our brand-new kit against Christ the King.
Although the result was 3-1 to Christ the King, the girls showed incredible determination,

teamwork and resilience throughout the game. They represented our school brilliantly and
should be very proud of their performance.

$2 Player of the Match: Rhoda
Rhoda was outstanding in goal, making a number of excellent saves, including saving a
penalty! Her confidence, bravery and skill earned her the Player of the Match award once
again.

Well done to the whole team on a brilliant debut match!

We can't wait to see what the season brings.

School Holiday Fun Days - 27th to 29th October




School Holiday Fun Days -
2026-27

St Thomas More Catholic Primary School,
Knoll Drive, CV3 5DE

o 14

Football Multi Sports Performing Arts

Arts & Crafts - Disco Bingo - Movies - Quiz’s

And so much more...
& &9

= Awards to be won!!!

For more information or a booking link please email
admin@sportdevelopmentukltd co.uk

ﬁ Facebook @sportdevuk

80 ram @sportdevelopmentuk

Parent Teacher and Friends Association (PTFA)

The PTFA will be holding their annual general meeting on Monday 12th October. All parents
and carers are automatically part of the PTFA. Please come and support the wonderful work
they do in raising money and giving our children enriching opportunities.




12th Oct 2026 STM / MST 18:00 - 19:30
e WI |4 e

STM-PTFA@hccmac.co.uk

=H9L to join the PTFA WhatsApp
g

STM PTFA Lotto
If you haven’t already signed up for the STM PTFA Lotto 2026—-27, there’s still time to join!
For just £1 per month, you’ll have the chance to win prizes while helping to raise valuable
funds for our school.

Sign up or renew your membership here:

https://forms.qle/KZASWVGaDud9UeDm6

You can also scan the QR code on the attached poster.



https://forms.gle/KZASWVGaDud9UeDm6

STM PTFA PRESENTS

FOR FULL DETAILS & TO SIGN UP
SCAN / PRESS THE QR CODE

ol LL
£1 month
11 draws a year
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Must be aged 16+

ANY QUERIES EMAIL
stm-ptfa@hccmac.co.uk




DROP OFF: COMMUNITY ROOM £3 PER GHILD
PICK UP: STUDIO I][IUHS ¢ B CASH & CARD PAYMENT

PRE-LOVED UNIFORM SALE POCKET MONEY TREATS

FRIDAY 16TH OGTOBER 2026

DISCO 1: 17:15-18:15 - NURSERY, RECEPTION, YEAR 1 & YEAR 2
DISCO 2: 18:30-19:30 - YEAR 3, YEAR 4, YEAR 5 & YEAR 6
PLEASE NOTE: NO PHONES / DEVICES ALLOWED
ALL CHILDREN TO BE SIGNED IN & COLLECTED BY AN ADULT

NURSERY & RECEPTION PARENTS MUST STAY
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St Thomas More

Catholic School

Bag 2 School -_
Donation Dates:

Mon 9 Nov to Wed 11" Nov
Collection Date:

Thursday 12th November

Donate your pre loved clothes,

shoes and accessories to raise
funds for the PTFA!

The more we collect, the more we raise.

l)

Drop off point:
School Office

h < 4 =

Clothes Paired shoes Handbags
Bags Scarves and tie Jewellery




Other Notices

Keeping
Children
Safe (&

IMPORTANT SAFETY REMINDER

A gentle reminder to all parents and carers that children must not be left unattended in
vehicles in the school car park, even with the windows open, while dropping off other
children.

For the safety of all our children, Nursery and Reception pupils must be accompanied by a
parent or carer to their respective drop-off points. Thank you for your cooperation and for
helping us keep all our children safe.

ATTENDANCE MATTER

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE



A gentle reminder to all parents and carers that, in line with our school attendance policy,
evidence of medical or other appointments should be provided to the school office when a
child needs to leave school during the school day.

If you are planning a holiday during term time, please email the school office in advance,
stating the dates your child will be absent, their expected return date and the reason for the
request. Please remember that term-time holidays will not be authorised and, in many
cases, will result in a Fixed Penalty Notice (fine) being issued.

Thank you for your cooperation and support in ensuring good attendance at school.

Coventry Family Hubs
Digital Offer
Discovery Event COVENTRY

_ BEST START
Come along to our FREE family FAMILY HUBS

event for a fun-packed session
with activities for all ages.

Tuesday 27 October 1.30pm to 3.30pm
At The Salvation Army, Upper Well Street, Coventry, CV1 4AG

The Coventry Family Portal is your one-stop place to discover
services, activities and support for families across Coventry.

From family relationships advice and health support to activities for
children and young people, there's something for everyone.

Take part in our Digital Treasure Hunt!

« Explore the Coventry Family Portal,
follow the clues and see what you can
discover. Complete the treasure hunt
for your chance to WIN a special prize!

* Free to attend - no booking required.

Fun and activities for children

» Under 5s aclivity area

= Create your own tote bag
« LEGO

* Pool table

* Football table

» Crafts for older children

* And much more!

= BEST .
A e CSTART | [
Coventry City Councll ‘_)|N LlFE Voo ) e W




RECEPTION ADMISSION INFORMATION

Starting school?

Take action now

You can find out all you need to know about
school admissions and apply online from
September 2026 at
coventry.gov.uk/schooladmissions

or call 024 7697 5445.

Apply on time to give your child the best chance
of getting one of your preferred schools.

Closing date: 15 January 2027
%f"\ offer day: 16 April 2027
o

Coventry City Council

O If your child attends a school
nursery you still need to apply

O If you have an older child at the
school you must still apply

Many of the schools have specific admission
arrangements and it is important that you
consider these carefully when making your
application.

Information regarding the catchment
area for your address can be found at
coventry.gov.uk/catchmentareas

To find all the information you need, go to our website
coventry.gov.uk/schooladmissions

SECONDARY ADMISSION INFORMATION




Starting Secondary School

in September 2027

Apply online at
coventry.gov.uk/schooladmissions
by 31 October 2026

for children born between
1 September 2015 and 31 August 2016

If you move house before the 31 December 2026
31December2026 you MUST contact the School Admissions Team to

update your address

Result emailed by 5pm or details available in your
online account

2028.°

1March 2027




Key facts about the application process

O All parents of Year 6 pupils must © |f you live within a school catchment
apply for a schoal place through their area you have more chance of your
Local Authority (the city where you child being offered a place at that
live) schoal if you request it and make

your application on time. Information
regarding the catchment area for your
address can be found at

coventry.gov.uk/catchmentareas

© Non-Coventry schools and Grammar
schools can be listed on your
application

© Evenif you already have an older
child at the school you must still apply
for your younger child School Open Days

© You should list three schools in order  [EELEEs T T $ETCT i3
of preference, by not including three
realistic preferences, it could result in
your child being allocated a schoal
some distance away. There is no Make your application on time
advantage in listing fewer than three to increase your chances of

schools or including the same school getting the school you want
more than once.

coventry.gov.uk/
openevenings

Increase your chances of getting the school you want

A copy of the secondary school admissions booklet is on our website at
coventry.gov.uk/schooladmissionsbooklets

Please consider each school's specific admissions arrangements carefully
when making your application.

Look at the over-subscription criteria in the policy to work out which
priority would be given to your application

Check how places have been allocated in the last 3 y=2ars
Check your distance from the schoal, The Admissions team can confirm

this for you, please email: 11plus@coventry.gov.uk stating ‘distance
query' in the subject box

Compare your priority and distance with how places have been offered in
previous years to get an indication of how successful your application
might be

Please check the details on applying for a faith school as they may require
you to provide additional information as part of the application process

Give Gaelic Football a Go!

Gaelic football is growing locally, with a local Gaelic football club, Four Masters GAA,
working closely with Bishop Ullathorne School to help introduce more young people to this
exciting sport.

As Gaelic football becomes an increasingly important part of life at Bishop Ullathorne, the
club is keen to build a pathway for young people to get involved, develop their skills and
continue playing beyond school. They would love to see pupils from St Thomas More School
join in too!



The club is an external organisation, with training sessions taking place at Finham Park
Secondary School every Friday! Whether you have played before or are completely new to
Gaelic football, everyone is welcome to come along, learn new skills, meet new people and

enjoy trying something different.

The first session is FREE, so why not go along for a taster and see if you enjoy it?

Please see the attached flyer for details of training times, locations and how to get involved.
It would be great to see some St Thomas More pupils giving Gaelic football a go!

” FOURMASTERS | 2% | GAA ACADEMY _

ifTRYfa?
GAELIC FOOTBALL
-~ 7N, FRIENDLY, INCLUSIVE 3

® | ® | @

TRAINING | civyaM PARK |  AGE GROUP

FRIDAYNIGHT | ““gooo. |  5-15

N PLAY%&:?.%
Ko eriews

= GKILLS - FITNESS + TEAMWORK + FUN -



Coventry Libraries and Information Service

Coventry Libraries presents Big Book Bash

"Book" the date!

o ” o . ;
g"k The Coventry Libraries' BIG book bash is coming to
Tl“ b.\*‘!.' the Transport Museum on Wednesday 28 October,
Thae 10am to 3:30pm!

( Library free event for children and their families this
half term, expect yoga, stories, activities and much
more.

&;l Keep a look out for more information.

Baby week family events - save the date

Baby Week Y Libraries will be attending the launch event for
Family Event cené-v families on Saturday 14 November, 11am to 2pm, at

:::‘_‘;p:" TRONOMS; The Salvation Army, Upper Well Street, Coventry
s pndpton J5X cv1 4AG. and will be takir?g along information
(e e e encouraging families to join the library and participate
Eﬁ;m in activities.

: '.:':L:..“"'...‘.".."';...._...... We will also be providing space for families to enjoy
== books, stories, and rhymes together. Do come and

ind us on the day!
4 ,' ) Libraries have also been invited to host Chat, Play,

Read sessions aimed at babies and toddlers. These
are to take place at the following libraries during the week:

« Aldermoor Library — Tuesday 17 November, 10.30am to midday
(rhymetime/stay and play is usually 10.30am to 11.30am)

« Stoke Library - Tuesday 17 November, 10.30am to midday
(rhymetime/stay and play is usually 11am to midday

« Central Library — Wednesday 18 November 10.30am to midday
(rhymetime is usually at 11.30am)

« Canley - Friday 20 November. 10:30am to midday (rhymetime is

usually at 11am)

2 - Families Hub https://www.coventryfamilies.co.uk/

ATTENDANCE IS IMPORTANT!

As you are aware attendance is crucial for your child to achieve their maximum potential. We
aim to achieve 95% or more each year. It would be wonderful if we aim for each child was
able to improve on last attendance by 1%. We monitor all pupils' attendance and will contact
you (often by letter and text message) if their attendance is getting lower than we'd expect



or your child has had low attendance in the past. Please don't be offended - we have a duty
to keep you informed of things that can affect your child's progress and/or wellbeing.

Please remember that term-time holidays will not be authorised and, in many cases, will
result in a Fixed Penalty Notice (fine) being issued.

Whole school attendance so far this year is 96.49%.

Attendance this week is as follows:

e Year Reception - 85.71%

e Year1-93.1%

e Year2-97.93%

e Year3-95.67%

e Year4-93.87%

e Year5-99.35%

e Year6-98.33%

IMPORTANT DATES

October

e Monday 12th October PTFA AGM- All welcome 6pm

e Friday 16th October PTFA School Disco

* Sunday 18th October 9am Mass of Commitment Year 6 Confirmandi

e Friday 23rd October PTFA Tuck Shop after school



* Half Term Break (26th to 30th October)

November

e Tuesday 3rd November Parent/Carer Consultations 3:40-5:40pm

e Thursday 5th November 10am Mass of Remembrancee Led by Y5

e Thursday 5th November Parent/Carer Consultations 3:40-5:40pm

e Sunday 8th November -Community Day 1- 10am-3pm All hands welcome.

o Wednesday, 11th November - Individual and sibling photo session

e Friday 13th November Parent. Carer Tour of school - please book place by contacting
the school office

e Saturday 14th November 4pm Session 2

Please note an additional Teacher Training Day on Friday 12th February to enable all Holy
Cross Staff to gather together.
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