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SAINT THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  

Celebration of the Word- Saint Matthew 21st September 

 

Monday was the feast of Saint Matthew the Apostle. The children found out lots about him 

so ask what they remember. Many of them knew he had been a tax collector and that he 

then became one of Jesus' disciples and wrote one of the Gospel's. We reflected on how, as a 

tax collector, he was greedy and cheated people out of money so he became rich. But then 

following an encounter with Jesus he dropped everything, left his money behind and followed 

Him. We decided that Jesus must have been truly inspiring and transformational.  We also 

thought about how Jesus came for sinners to get them to change their ways. Jesus forgave 

Matthew and gave him a second chance so as our mission this week we were to forgive and 

give others a second chance. I have witnessed many of examples of children forgiving and 

giving others a second chance this week so well done all. 



 

Feast of Our Lady of Walsingham Celebration 

On Thursday, 24th September, we celebrated the feast of Our Lady of Walsingham. The GIFT 

Team Leaders led the school in a beautiful assembly where we all reflected on saying ‘yes’ to 

God’s call like Mary.  

Children in Walsingham house then created a green finger print tree and added leaves of 

what they were saying yes to on our Walsingham tree. Our Lady of Walsingham. Pray for us. 



 

 



 

 



 

Celebrate Creation Day - Saint Francis of Assisi 

CELEBRATORY LUNCH 

As part of our Season of Creation we will be marking the very special feast day of one of our 

favourite Saints; Saint Francis of Assisi. On Sunday, 4th October the Catholic church will 

celebrate 800 years since his death. Saint Francis loved everything God created.  To celebrate 

this wonderful Saint in the season of creation we are having a special 'Celebrate Creation 

Day' lunch on Thursday 1st October.  

• If your child is already pre-ordered for a school meal, they will be provided with this 

lunch. No action needed. 

• If your child is already pre-ordered for a Sandwich but would like a chicken nugget 

instead then, please let the office know. However, if they would like to have the 

sandwich then no action needed. 



• If your child normally brings a home packed lunch but would like to have a school 

meal on Thursday 1 October, please let the school office know by Tuesday, 29th 

September. 

 

CLASS MASS INVITATION 

Year 1 have chosen Saint Francis as their class Saint. They are all invited to a class mass on 

Sunday 4th October 9am to celebrate the feast of their class Saint. Mrs Staines will be 



leading 'Little Church' that week and would love to see as many Year 1 children there as 

possible. 

Loving and Compassionate 

Our virtues this half term are 'loving and compassionate'. These are appropriate for the 

beginning of the school year when we review our school mission and school rules. We know 

we need to love one another and we show this by being safe in school, being kind, caring, 

helpful. Many children have been showing their love for others by the way they have been 

playing and talking to one another.   

 

Running the London Marathon for CAFOD! 

 

Children are invited to wear non-uniform on Friday 2nd October in return bring some 

money to purchase raffle tickets at £1 each.   

This year as well as supporting CAFOD's Annual Family Fast Day we will be supporting one 

of our own family, School Governor and parent Louise O'Rourke, who is running the London 

Marathon. 

"In April 2027, I will be taking on the London Marathon to raise money for CAFOD, the 

Catholic Agency for Overseas Development. 



CAFOD is a wonderful Catholic charity that works alongside communities in some of the 

poorest places in the world, providing vital support such as education, healthcare, food, 

clean water and other basic needs to those who need it most. 

I am incredibly grateful for the support of our school community. All money raised through 

our non-uniform day will go towards supporting CAFOD’s vital work and helping 

communities around the world. 

If you would like to make an additional donation, you can support my marathon fundraising 

page here: https://www.justgiving.com/page/louiseorourke 

Every donation, no matter how big or small, will make a difference. 

Thank you so much for your support! ❤️" 

 

Please let us know if you are doing anything for charity so we can support you with a 

mention in our newsletter. 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Fpage%2Flouiseorourke&data=05|02|STM-Admin%40hccmac.co.uk|6099632102a447e1dbf408df1940b31f|2f730f0f3eaf42a1ae235596d6fdb204|0|0|639257437844209922|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=tnjEUds70ZGZexG%2FD9YJ%2BBCcBHaZKxvnh09utWf%2Bs%2Fs%3D&reserved=0


Year 4 Coventry Blaze Ice Hockey Visit 

Last Friday, Year 4 enjoyed an exciting visit to the Coventry Skydome to watch the Coventry 

Blaze ice hockey team during a training session. The children had a fantastic opportunity to 

see the players in action, learn about the dedication and hard work involved in professional 

sport, and ask the team lots of interesting questions. They were particularly inspired by Zaine, 

who is from Coventry, as he shared his journey to becoming a professional ice hockey player 

and spoke about what it is like to represent his home city. It was a memorable experience 

that motivated many of the children to believe that with determination and perseverance, 

they too can achieve their dreams. 

 

 



Catholic Social Teaching- Stewardship 

 

Stewardship 

To link with the beautiful Season of Creation in the Church's year, this half term we will be 

focusing on how we can be good stewards. A steward is someone who takes care of 

something that has been entrusted to them. As stewards of God's creation, we are all called 



to think carefully about how our actions affect the world around us. By making thoughtful 

choices and caring for our environment, we can help to protect and cherish the beautiful 

world that God created for us to share and enjoy. 

We would love for you to share some actions you are making to demonstrate how you are 

being excellent Stewards. (We will only be able to publish photos that do not show faces but 

can share others in assemblies). 

Parish Mass Times 

On Thursday 1st October 10am we will open the Parish Eucharistic Festival called 

Quarant’ore – Forty Hours of Eucharistic Adoration by celebrating whole school mass 

together. This year is a very important year for our Year 3 children who will be preparing to 

receive Jesus for the first time and so they will be leading this special mass. We warmly invite 

all to join us for this occasion.  

 

A reminder weekend Mass times are: 

Saturday  

5:00pm - Vigil Saint Thomas More 

Sunday 

9:00am -  Saint Thomas More (includes Little Church) 

11:00am -  Saint Joseph the Worker 

 

Little Church- Sunday 9am- This is the Liturgy of the Word with children, offering them  the 

opportunity to listen and respond to the Sunday Gospel at an age appropriate level. The 

Children and a Prayer Leader are called forward  at the beginning of Mass and process to 

their sacred space where the  scriptures are explored through reflection, discussion, song and 



other  appropriate activities. An adult may accompany a very young child  until they are 

settled. All return to Mass at the Procession of Gifts for  the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  

 

Quarant'ore- Eucharistic Adoration Festival 

Quarant’ore – Eucharistic Adoration - 1st to 4th October 

We warmly invite our school families to take part in Quarant’ore – Forty Hours of Eucharistic 

Adoration. Our children will attend the whole school mass on Thursday, 1st October 10am 

led by Year 3 to commemorate this Eucharistic Adoration Festival.  

This beautiful tradition offers an opportunity to step away from the busyness of daily life and 

spend quiet time in prayer and reflection before the Blessed Sacrament. During the forty 

hours there will also be themed Holy Hours, the Divine Office and the Holy Rosary. 

Everyone is welcome to come along and spend some time with the Lord. Leaflets with the 

full timetable and details are available at the back of both churches (STM and SJW).  

Quarant’ore Candles 

Candles can be sponsored for a particular intention and will burn for the forty hours before 

the Blessed Sacrament. Candles are £5. Forms are available at the back of the churches. 

On Friday 2nd October classes will be spending 15 minutes before the Lord in Adoration. See 

times below. You are very welcome to come and sit in the presence of Jesus with your 

children. 

 



10:45-11:00    Year  5 and Year 6 

1:30-1:45         Year 1 and Year 2 

1:45-2:00         Year 3 and Year 4 

Year 6 Confirmation 

CONFIRMATION ENROLMENT FORMS 

Thank you to those Year Six children who came to Mass last Saturday and Sunday to collect 

their enrolment forms for the Sacrament of Confirmation. A gentle reminder that children 

are ask to collect a form on either 26th/27th September and 3rd/4th October and return 

them to Fr Simon (at the Presbytery) by Friday 9th October. The Mass of Enrolment with Act 

of Commitment will take place on Sunday 18th October at 9.00am. 

Dates for the Saturday Sacramental Preparations are as follows; 

Saturday 3rd October 4pm Session 1 

Sunday 18th October 9am Sunday Mass of Commitment 

Saturday 14th November 4pm Session 2 

Saturday 5th December 4pm Session 3 

Saturday 9th January 4pm Session 4 

Saturday 27th February 4pm Session 5, 5pm Vigil Mass followed by rehearsal with sponsors 

Thursday 4th March 7pm Confirmation 

Sports News 

School Holiday Fun Days - 27th to 29th October 



 

We’re delighted to be a 2026–27 Junior Parkrun Primary School! Encourage your child to get 

involved and enjoy the fun of being active every Sunday. 🏃♀️🏃♂️ 

Click here to join the fun: parkrun | join us 

https://www.parkrun.com/about/join-us/


 

Parent Teacher and Friends Association (PTFA) 

The PTFA will be holding their annual general meeting on Monday 12th October. All parents 

and carers are automatically part of the PTFA. Please come and support the wonderful work 

they do in raising money and giving our children enriching opportunities. 



 

STM PTFA Lotto 

If you haven’t already signed up for the STM PTFA Lotto 2026–27, there’s still time to join! 

For just £1 per month, you’ll have the chance to win prizes while helping to raise valuable 

funds for our school. 

Sign up or renew your membership here: 

https://forms.gle/KZASWVGaDud9UeDm6 

You can also scan the QR code on the attached poster. 

September Lotto winners 

1st prize £50 - Number 11 Jenny Farmer 

2nd prize £10 - Number 78 Emma Abberley 

https://forms.gle/KZASWVGaDud9UeDm6


3rd prize £5 - Number 34 Charlotte Wilkinson 

 



 



 



 

Other Notices  

 



 

 



 

ATTENDANCE IS IMPORTANT!  

As you are aware attendance is crucial for your child to achieve their maximum potential. We 

aim to achieve 95% or more each year. It would be wonderful if we aim for each child was 

able to improve on last attendance by 1%. We monitor all pupils' attendance and will contact 

you (often by letter and text message) if their attendance is getting lower than we'd expect 

or your child has had low attendance in the past. Please don't be offended  - we have a duty 

to keep you informed of things that can affect your child's progress and/or wellbeing. 

Please remember that term-time holidays will not be authorised and, in many cases, will 

result in a Fixed Penalty Notice (fine) being issued. 

Whole school attendance so far this year is 96.17%.  

Attendance this week is as follows: 

• Year Reception - 95% 

• Year 1 - 92.76% 



• Year 2 - 98.97% 

• Year 3 - 100% 

• Year 4 - 90.32% 

• Year 5 - 97.87% 

• Year 6 - 96.83% 

IMPORTANT DATES 

October 

• Thursday 1st October  Whole School Eucharistic Festival  Mass 10am led by Y3 

• Friday 2nd October- CAFOD Family Fast Day- Non- uniform day and bring some 

money for CAFOD. £1 a raffle ticket to be entered into a prize draw. 

• Friday 2nd October Adoration- Class times  see above 

• Saturday 3rd October 4pm Confirmation Preparation Session 1 

• Sunday 4th October 9am Year 1 St Francis of Assisi 800th Anniversary Mass 

• Monday 12th October PTFA AGM- All welcome 6pm 

• Friday 16th October PTFA School Disco  

• Sunday 18th October 9am Mass of Commitment Year 6 Confirmandi 

• Friday 23rd October PTFA Tuck Shop after school 

• Half Term Break (26th to 30th October) 



 

November 

• Sunday 8th November -Community Day 1- 10am-3pm All hands welcome. 

• Wednesday, 11th November - Individual and sibling photo session 

• Friday 13th November Parent. Carer Tour of school - please book place by contacting 

the school office 

• Saturday 14th November 4pm Session 2 


	MORE NEWS 25th SEPTEMBER 2026
	SAINT THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
	Celebration of the Word- Saint Matthew 21st September
	Feast of Our Lady of Walsingham Celebration
	Celebrate Creation Day - Saint Francis of Assisi
	Loving and Compassionate
	Year 4 Coventry Blaze Ice Hockey Visit
	Catholic Social Teaching- Stewardship
	Parish Mass Times
	Quarant'ore- Eucharistic Adoration Festival
	Year 6 Confirmation
	Sports News
	Parent Teacher and Friends Association (PTFA)
	Other Notices
	ATTENDANCE IS IMPORTANT!
	IMPORTANT DATES

