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SAINT THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  

Mission Assembly- Our Lady's birthday 

On Monday we celebrated Our Lady's birthday where we all sang 'Happy birthday to Mary'. 

We reflected on how her saying 'yes' to God, accepting the vocation to be the Mother of 

Jesus, impacted the whole world. We spent time in silence asking God to also speak to us 

about the plans he has for us.  

Please find the link to the ten:ten parent resources for September below which inspire many 

of our Mission assemblies and prayer and liturgy celebrations. 

 

Exaltation of The Holy Cross  

All schools in our Holy Cross MAC are being asked to attend their school's parish mass to 

celebrate this wonderful feast of 'Exaltation of the Holy Cross'. Pupils from Saint Thomas 

More and Bishop Ullathorne are expected to attend the 9am Mass on Sunday, 14 

September to acknowledge the wider Holy Cross Catholic MAC that we belong to. It would 

be lovely to see as many families as possible there, especially those new to our school. There 

will be the usual 'Little Church' provided for children of primary school age to attend during 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/


the mass in the Margaret Rope Room (MRR). Children are invited at the beginning of mass to 

gather around the altar to leave and then re-join the congregation at the offertory. This way 

they experience a liturgy more appropriate for their age.  

 

Celebration of Whole School Mass 

Year 4 led the whole school from Year 1-6 in our first school mass of the year. During the 

mass, staff renewed their commitment to the ministry of teaching. It was a beautiful first 

whole school mass as our family of 2025-26 and lovely to be joined by many parishioners.  

School Mass times 

On Thursday 18th September 10am, there will be the Year 6 class mass in the side chapel. 

All are welcome to join. 

 

A reminder weekend Mass times are: 

Saturday  

5:00pm - Vigil Saint Thomas More 

Sunday 

9:00am -  Saint Thomas More (includes Little Church) 



11:00am -  Saint Joseph the Worker 

 

Meet the teacher meetings 

These will be held on: 

Tuesday 16th September  

Year 1,3 and 5 at 5pm and  

Year  2 and 4 at 5:30pm 

Thursday 18th September 

Year 6  at 5:30pm. 

This gives you a chance to experience your child's classroom and meet their teacher and hear 

about the year ahead. It is a valuable opportunity for us all to share vital information. 

We apologise as we have had to change the date shared in the last newsletter due to a 

Chrome Book training for staff by the MAC on 17th September. Sorry for any inconvenience. 

Mrs Sarah Boyle, Headteacher of Bishop Ullathorne and Mrs Fiona Brown, Assistant 

Headteacher of Bishop Ullathorne will be attending the Year 5 and Year 6 Meet the Teacher 



sessions respectively in person. They will share the successes of Bishop Ullathorne our feeder 

secondary school.  

 

Bishop Ullathorne Open Evening (add info from BU website) 

Headteacher's presentation held at 6.00pm and 6.45pm 

For further information please contact bu-admin@hccmac.co.uk 

 

Animaphonics  

We are very excited to begin our new Phonics Scheme and it won't be long until we do so. 

Over the next two weeks children will be taking part in baseline assessment so we can ensure 

full coverage of the Phonics phases. During this time, the children will not be bring home a 

phonics reading book. Don't forget the local library is open should you wish to choose a book 

with your child.  

We will be setting a date for a parent/carer workshop for Reception parents on our new 

phonics scheme.  

mailto:bu-admin@hccmac.co.uk


 

OPAL- Outdoor Play And Learning 

 

Last week we launched our first OPAL bingo game with huge success! Thank you so much for 

sending in a variety of items from our bingo card. This weeks winner was: 5M! 

Please see our week 2 bingo card below:  

We hope many of you are able to attend our Big Build dates with a variety of tasks in hand 

including erecting play houses, painting planters, building mud kitchens and obstacle courses.  

Dates for your diary:  

• Friday 3rd October 1:30pm-4:30pm Parent/Carer Big Build 

• Sunday 12th October 10am - 4pm Community Big Build - all family members, 

Parishioners, members of the public and volunteers.  



 

Parent Teacher and Friends Association (PTFA) 

All parents are automatically members of our Parents, Teachers and Friends Association 

PTFA. We invite you to sign up to communication by scanning the QR code attached. Parents 

meet half termly to talk about ideas and events to raise money for the school. Our meetings 

are very informal and last for about an hour. We are always looking for new faces at our 

meetings. So if you have any ideas and would like to be an active member of the PTFA please 

come along to our next meeting. Monday 15th September 6:30pm at school. 

We raise money for regular projects and events with the support of school staff, parents and 

children; all have been great successes. 



 

 



 

This is me art Competition 

At the end of the summer term our current Year 1 children were invited to take part in the 

Young Artists competition entitled 'This is Me'. To enter the competition, children had to 

draw a portrait of themselves in any way they wished. We were delighted to hear that all the 

children who entered the competition have had their artwork selected to feature in a book 

showcasing portraits from children nationwide. Each child has today received their 

certificates and stickers and information for parents regarding how to order their very own 

copy of the 'This is Me' book. Huge congratulations to.....Savannah, Romina, Laura, Reid, 

Quiana, Maia, Leia, Eva, Lydia, Ethan, Raihan, Finnian, Tommy, Jack M, Theodore, Nellie, 

Charlotte, Eliza, Emmie and Jack W. 

 

UPCOMING PARENT SCHOOL TOUR 

We warmly invite prospective parents to join our next Parent Tour scheduled on Tuesday, 23 

September at 9am. This is a wonderful opportunity to explore our school, meet our 



dedicated  staff, and see our learning environment in action. The tour will provide insight into 

our  values, curriculum, and the supportive community we offer.  To book your place, please 

contact the school office on 0247 684 9910 or email stm-admin@hccmac.co.uk.  

IMPORTANT NOTICES 

CAR PARK 

Please can we remind all parents/carers that we have two car parks: Knoll Drive and 

Watercall Avenue. Children's safety is our number one priority and we must remind you to 

park in a car park bay, without blocking other cars. Please drive with extra caution during 

drop off and collection times. If parking on the road, please be considerate to our neighbours. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

COMMUNICATION  

We would like to remind all Parents/Carers of our methods of communication. Two members 

of Staff are on the gates in the morning should you need to pass any messages on. Phone 

calls and emails will be responded to within two working days. It is very difficult for teachers 

to respond immediately during the school day as they are teaching and or are in meetings. 

Could you please send an email to stm-admin@hccmac.co.uk which will be actioned 

appropriately. Thank you for your patience and understanding.  

UNIFORM - SEPTEMBER 2025 

We thank you for sending your children back to school in correct uniform- they are looking so 

smart. Saint Thomas More has always had high standards of uniform which we expect to 

maintain. Not only do we look great and make a positive impression with visitors or when 

out of school- if we look smart, we think smart and allows all to be treated equally. Please 

adhere to our uniform policy going forward.   Children should not be wearing jewellery 

except discreet religious jewellery and simple earrings. Nail varnish is also not allowed. If 

children come to school with nail varnish they will be asked to remove it ready for the next 

day otherwise we will provide nail varnish remover in school. Again, thank you for your 

support. 

Please note PE uniform is plain hoodies and bottoms- a small logo is permitted. 

https://stm-admin@hccmac.co.uk/
mailto:stm-admin@hccmac.co.uk
https://www.stm.hccmac.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=602&type=pdf


 

 

 

PLEASE LABEL YOUR CHILD'S BELONGINGS 

To help track personal items and reduce lost property, we kindly ask all parents to clearly 

label ALL of their child's belongings - all uniform items, cardigans, jumpers, PE kits, shoes, 

lunch boxes, water bottles and everything else! 



Named items are much easier to return to their rightful owner. Two jumpers were left on the 

playground on Thurs-one named and one not. The named one was returned to the owner. 

Uniform is too expensive to loose. 

Thank you for your support!  

 

SPORTS NEWS 

After school clubs started up this week. We still have places on Wednesday for Multisport 

Club and Netball.  

Trials for the Girl's Football Team will take place on Thursday 18th September after school 

(15.30 to 16.30) for Year 5 and 6 girls. Please fill out this form and have your child come in to 

school carrying their PE kits along.  

ATTENDANCE IS IMPORTANT! 

Congratulations! On Tuesday morning this week we had 100% attendance across the whole 

school. AMAZING! I cannot recall that ever happening before. A great start to our drive on 

attendance. As you are aware attendance is crucial. This year we are wanting to improve 

every child's attendance by at least 1% if their attendance last year was lower than 95%. This 

will be monitored closely. We aim to achieve 95% or more each year. We monitor all pupils' 

attendance and will contact you (often by letter and text message) if their attendance is 

getting lower than we'd expect or your child has had low attendance in the past. Please don't 

be offended  - we have a duty to keep you informed of things that can affect your child's 

progress and/or wellbeing. 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Dw9zL68-oUKuI1WW1v2yBMIM5TCg5D1Ll_pWfAW-nfxUQlZJNEdCRVVGWk1RUkNKSzNBVkY2NTMxNS4u&route=shorturl


Lastly, please remember that term-time holidays will not be authorised and, in many cases, 

will result in a Fixed Penalty Notice (fine) being issued. 

Whole school attendance so far this year is 94.82% 

Attendance this week is as follows: 

• Year 1 - 99.66% 

• Year 2 - 98.28% 

• Year 3 - 97.74% 

• Year 4 - 98.96% 

• Year 5 - 97.75% 

• Year 6 - 97.41% 

IMPORTANT DATES 

SEPTEMBER 

• Sun 14 Sept - Holy Cross Feast Day- Whole School Mass at 9am 

• Tue 16 Sept (Revised dated) - Meet the Teacher at 5pm for Y1, Y3 and Y5; and 5:30pm 

for Y2 and Y4 

• Thurs 18 Sept - Meet the Teacher at 5:30pm for Y6  

• Tues 23 Sept - Prospective Parent Tour of School from 9 to 9:30 am 

• Thurs 25 Sept - Bishop Ullathorne Open Evening- a must for Y6 parents and pupils. 



OCTOBER 

• Thurs 2 Oct - Stories of Hope and Home coming to school to speak to all year groups 

• Thurs 2 Oct - Year 5 visit to Holy Family Church 'Fan the Flame' gathering 

• Fri 3 Oct - Big Build Afternoon from 1:30pm-4:30pm. Parents/ Carers invited into 

school to help prepare for OPAL 

• Sun 12 Oct - Community OPAL Building Day 10am - 4pm 

• Half Term Break  (27 to 31 Oct) 

NOVEMBER 

• Fri 14 Nov - INSET DAY (School closed for students) 

DECEMBER  

• TERM BREAK  (22 Dec to 2 Jan) 

FEBRUARY 2026 

• Half Term Break (16 to 20 Feb) 

MARCH 

• TERM BREAK (30 Mar to 10 Apr) 



JULY 

• Fri 03 July- INSET DAY (School closed for students) 

• Mon 20 Jul - INSET DAY (School closed for students) 
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