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St Thomas More Catholic Primary School Newsletter 

 

Happy Half Term! 

Don't forget school is closed next week for half term. We will be open again on Monday 4th 

November and are looking forward to seeing all children back in school then! 

Hello and Welcome! 

As shared on Tuesday, we are very pleased to announce that Mrs Ewa Parker has been appointed as 

the new Headteacher at STM 

Please see the message below from Mr John Teahan, Chair of Directors at HCCMAC and Mrs Amanda 

Kelly, Chair of STM Governors: 

Following a thorough recruitment process, we are delighted to inform you that the Board of 

Directors of Holy Cross Catholic Multi Academy Company supported by the Local Governing Body of 

St Thomas More Catholic School have appointed Ewa Parker, currently Head of School at St Mary’s RC 

Primary School Lowestoft, as the Headteacher of St Thomas More Catholic School.   

We are sure you will join us in congratulating Mrs Parker on her new post and wish her the very best 

as she takes on the leadership role for this wonderful school community. 

Mrs Parker has asked that the message below be shared with our school community: 

I am delighted to have been appointed as the new Headteacher for St Thomas More Catholic School. 

I feel extremely honoured and privileged to be chosen to continue to develop this fantastic school 



onto the next stage of it's journey. I am really looking forward to meeting the whole school 

community and I am committed to ensuring the continued success of the school. 

Goodbye and Good Luck! 

Last week we were sad to say goodbye to Michelle James, our Office Manager. We will miss her 

fantastic organisation and calm running of the office and wish her the best of luck in her new role! 

All Saints Day 

Please see the message below from Father Simon: 

ALL SAINTS DAY is celebrated this Friday (1st November) and is a Holy Day of Obligation for us as 

Catholics, therefore it is our duty to come to Mass. There will be several opportunities to fulfil that 

obligation with Masses at 10.00am and 7.00pm in St Thomas More and 12 noon in St Joseph the 

Worker. Remember if you are away on holiday for half-term, to google the nearest Catholic church. 

On the feast of All Saints, we honour those men and women who—whether they have been 

canonised or not—have led lives of heroic virtue that set an example for all Christians. It is a day 

when the church reminds us that sanctity is within everyone’s reach. 

Halloween 

And another message form Fr Simon: 

‘DOUBLE, DOUBLE, TOIL AND TROUBLE’ We can’t stop people from observing Halloween, but we 

can learn a little more about the real meaning and origin of it. The English, Irish, and French 

immigrants brought their variety of local Catholic customs to America. Dressing up for Halloween 

comes from the French; Jack-o-Lanterns come from the Irish, who originally carved turnips; the 

English begged from door to door for ‘soul cakes’, promising to pray for the departed loved ones of 

those who gave them these treats—this being the origin of trick-or-treating. These traditions 

converged and eventually became popular nationwide activities for Halloween. In a nutshell, 

Halloween or ‘All Hallow's Eve’ is a Catholic celebration in honour of all the saints, those who have 

been faithful to the Lord. It was once said that when we celebrate things bad and evil, they come 

more easily into our lives; so why not consider celebrating something good on 31st October this 

year? We can still enjoy the sweets and chocolate, but let’s remember it is those holy men and 

women that we are really celebrating – so let’s celebrate something good and let their goodness 

come into our lives. 

Sacramental Preparation 

Please keep the children in our parish who are preparing to receive the Sacraments this year in your 

prayers. 

It was lovely to see so many of our Year 6 Confirmandi at Mass on Saturday. 



There will be a meeting for parents and carers of children in Year 3 who wish to receive the 

sacraments of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion on Thursday 7th November at 5.30pm in the 

church. The Year 3 children will then attend Mass at 5pm on Saturday 9th November. 

Coventry Catholic Social Teaching Day 

Three of our Year 5 pupils attended the Coventry Catholic Schools Catholic Social Teaching Day this 

week with the other Coventry Catholic Schools at Sacred Heart. Children from across Coventry 

shared ways of living out our faith through the light of Catholic Social Teaching, inspiring each other 

and finding lots of ideas to bring back to their own schools. 

You can read more about this here. 

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 

Each year we support the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal to remember those who have sacrificed 

their lives for others in war. 

You will be able to see our poppy display in our Prayer Garden. 

Poppies will be available for children to purchase when we return to school after half term. 

Parish Christmas Bazaar Raffle Tickets 

The Parish Christmas Bazaar will take place on Friday 6th December in the school hall. Each family 

will receive a book of raffle tickets today to sell. The tickets are £1 each (£5 for a book). Please return 

the stub and the money to school by Friday 6th December. More books are available from the school 

office if you would like to sell more. Please note, all raffle tickets must be sold to adults (over the 

age of 18). 

Thank you for your support. 

Parish Poppy Project 

Parents and children are invited to take part in the Parish Poppy Project where the church is asking 

parishioners to make poppies. They can either be knitted, crocheted or just coloured in. In time for 

Remembrance Sunday and 11 November, the poppies will be gathered together in a display in the 

corner of church. 

https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/news/empowering-advocates-of-the-future-through-catholic-social-teaching-cst
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/


 



 

Coventry Building Society Writing Competition 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Coventry Building Society Young Writer of the Year Competition.  We are pleased to share with you 

the information regarding the Coventry Building Society Young Writer of the Year Competition. STM 

have always done very well in this competition with pupils being chosen as winners or runners up 

every year we have taken part. The competition is open to children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6. 

This year, there is no theme; instead the children are asked to write a story that starts with the 

words: I came home from school and there was a mystery box at the end of my bed. I couldn't 

believe what was inside... 

Entries must be: 



either: 

• handwritten in best handwriting, using black pen, on no more than two sides of A4 

• if your child has difficulty writing, they may type their writing 

• returned to school by Friday 22nd November, with the child's first name, school and year 

group written on. 

Please see the attached poster for more details 

 

PTFA Lotto - October Draw! 

Exciting news! We held our first PTFA Lotto draw in Wow Assembly today. 

The winners for September's draw are: 

• 1st (£50 prize!) - number 40 - Charlotte Turner 

• 2nd (£10 prize) - number 12 - Charlotte Davies 

• 3rd (£5 prize) - number 24 - Sinead Kavanagh 

(e-gift Amazon voucher) 

If you would like a chance of winning £50 e-gift Amazon voucher in the next draw, it's not too late to 

join - you can sign up easily using the QR code below. 

Next draw takes place Monday 2nd December! 



 

Firework Safety 

As Halloween and Bonfire Night approaches, West Midlands Police would like to encourage you to 

talk to your child about staying safe and sensible during this time. 

Remember… 

• Stay visible at night by wearing fluorescent clothing or head torches 

• Supervise children with sparklers and at firework displays 

• Warn your children about stranger danger and only trick or treating in well-lit, known areas 

• It is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to possess a firework, flare or smoke bomb. 

You can download our free parents’ guide of safety tips 

here: https://www.westmidlands.police.uk/police-forces/west-midlands-

police/areas/campaigns/campaigns/darker-nights/ 

If you want to report something suspicious call 101 or 999 in an emergency. For more information 

about how West Midlands Police are helping keep you safe this Halloween, search ‘WMP Darker 

Nights’. 

Update Menu 

Please see below the updated menu for winter. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westmidlands.police.uk%2Fpolice-forces%2Fwest-midlands-police%2Fareas%2Fcampaigns%2Fcampaigns%2Fdarker-nights%2F&data=05|02|Sarah.Collins%40hccmac.co.uk|feda00f8b4594da469a008dcf43b7b3e|2f730f0f3eaf42a1ae235596d6fdb204|0|0|638653783519919621|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|0|||&sdata=hGJRWBM2eExKfE1%2BMkvKcucFIEEms4F6fVetP4G4HQ0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westmidlands.police.uk%2Fpolice-forces%2Fwest-midlands-police%2Fareas%2Fcampaigns%2Fcampaigns%2Fdarker-nights%2F&data=05|02|Sarah.Collins%40hccmac.co.uk|feda00f8b4594da469a008dcf43b7b3e|2f730f0f3eaf42a1ae235596d6fdb204|0|0|638653783519919621|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|0|||&sdata=hGJRWBM2eExKfE1%2BMkvKcucFIEEms4F6fVetP4G4HQ0%3D&reserved=0


You will notice that there are fewer changes than usual for this menu as the children have reported 

that they really enjoy most of what's on offer at the moment! 

 

 



 

Junior Parkrun 

With our Mini PE up and running, we can see how much our children are enjoying daily activity!  

Parkrun is a great community that promotes running as a physical activity, but also a benefit to 

mental health and promotes a fantastic community feel. Children can now enjoy all the benefits with 

Junior Parkrun. Please see below for more information. 



 

Aggression Towards Staff or Parents On Site 

Thankfully, we very rarely experience aggressive behaviour on the school site, however, this is 

becoming an increasing problem in schools. We have a Code of Conduct for Visitors, which can be 

found here. 

Sergeant Kim Keating, the new Schools Team Sergeant, has shared the following message: 

Schools have a behaviour policy for adults coming onto school site, and the vast majority will be 

unaware of this or why it is in place thankfully. 

However, incidents that happen outside of school and in local communities will sometimes be 

brought into a school playground in front of young children, exposing them to language and 

behaviour they should never understand. It can be a very frightening experience for them.  This 

behaviour is totally unacceptable and if matters play out in a school setting the police will take 

action against those involved.  Any tensions or incidents outside of school should be reported to 

officers using 101 or 999 and it can be dealt with appropriately. 

If an incident should happen in the playground, and if the School Headteacher has already spoken 

to a parent before about behaviour on site, then my staff have opened up the following options to 

them. 

The first step will be a Community Protection Warning that can in effect ban anyone from the 

school site and put restrictions on their involvement with the school, and this will last for 3 

months.  This will affect who can and can’t drop or collect children from school and put strain on 

your arrangements. 

https://www.stm.hccmac.co.uk/policies


If this is unheeded and behaviour continues and the Community Protection Warning (CPW) is 

breached, it will result in a Community Protection Notice being issued, this carries a power of 

arrest, and you will be sent to Magistrates Court where a fine or community sentence will be 

passed.  This will be enforced and it will be followed up.  Any mistreatment of school staff or other 

students for whatever reason will not be tolerated. 

I would also remind you that verbal and physical abuse can also be prosecuted by other legal 

options.  

Respect and fairness to school staff and the school environment is essential 

This will hopefully be a last resort in most cases, but if you persist and continue any behaviour in 

school over a period of time that affects the learning of students, or workplace safety and comfort 

of staff, we will take action. 

Half Term Music Fun! 

 

Looking Ahead to Christmas 

Parish Christmas Bazaar 

While it might seem far away, Christmas is fast approaching! 

The Parish/School Christmas Bazaar will be held on Friday 6th December in the school hall. Plans are 

already underway to make this year's Bazaar as much fun as last year's was. If you would like to buy a 

stall for the evening, please contact Mary at mandjhulme1@gmail.com  

 

mailto:mandjhulme1@gmail.com


Christmas Bazaar raffle tickets will be sent home with your child (1 booklet per family) in the coming 

weeks.   Please return counterfoils, payment and unsold tickets to school by Friday 6th 

December. No tickets can be sold to anyone under the age of 18   - The name on the tickets must be 

the adult's name.  

There will be lots of opportunities for you to support in making the Bazaar great, so watch this space 

for more information over the coming weeks! 

School Dates for your Diaries 

To support you in being able to attend some of our Christmas events we are sharing dates now. 

Please note that more information will be shared closer to the time. 

Early Years and Year 1 

The Twinkly Nativity play will be taking place in the School Hall on: 

• Thursday 12th December at 2pm 

• Friday 13th December at 10am 

Please note: children who attend Nursery in the mornings only or afternoons only will be able to take 

part in both performances. 

Year 2 to Year 6 

The Carol Service will be in the church at 6pm on Tuesday 17th December. 

Bike and Scooter Helmets 

Please remember that children may only come to school on a bike or scooter if they wear a helmet. 

Please support us in keeping your child safe. 

Free Virtual Online Safety Course for Parents and Carers 

Please see the information below about a free online safety (virtual) course for parents and carers. 

We find that nearly 100% of the online safety issues we deal with in school happen outside of school, 

so it is important that parents and carers know how to keep their children safe online. This course 

gives lots of important information that can help. 

 



IMPORTANT - Y6 Secondary Applications 

The admissions process for Year 6 pupils to apply to secondary schools for September 2025 is now 

open. It is vitally important that parents/carers of children currently in Year 6 complete the 

application before the deadline of 31st October. Please see below for more details. 

 



 

IMPORTANT - Reception Applications (Sep 25) 

Children born between 1 September 2020 and 31 August 2021 

The application process to apply for September 25 Reception places has opened. 

The national closing date for making your application on time is 15 January 2025. All applications 

received after this date will not be considered until after the offer date of 16 April 2025. 

If you are applying for a place at St Thomas More and wish for your child to be considered Catholic, 

you must show a copy of your child's Baptism certificate to the school. If the school has not seen 

the Baptism certificate your child will not be classed as Catholic for the admission process. 

Late applications will be considered in the second allocation round in May 2025. 

Please access the Coventry Education Services Portal to make your On time application before 15 

January 2025. 

Our Admissions Policy can be found here. 

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/school-admissions/primary-school-admissions/2
https://emsonline.lea.coventry.sch.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/en
https://www.stm.hccmac.co.uk/policies


PTFA News! 

PTFA Tuck Shop 

To celebrate the arrival of half term, the PTFA will be running a tuck shop on the playground at the 

end of the day of Friday 25th October. 

 

Pre-loved Sales - Donations Needed 

The PTFA continue to request - if you have any good quality pre-loved uniform that can be used in 

the school sales, please send your items in to school.  

Please remember to make sure it's washed first! 

Pre-loved Christmas Jumper Sale - Donations Needed 

The PTFA would like to offer a pre-loved Christmas Jumper sale before Christmas. This can only 

happen if enough pre-loved Christmas Jumpers are donated, so if you have any tucked away at the 

back of a drawer please send them in to school (washed!) to be added to the pre-loved Christmas 

jumper sale. 



 

Pre-loved Communion Outfits Sale - Donations Needed 

And lastly, if you have any pre-loved Communion clothing (boys' or girls') that you would like to offer 

to an appreciative home, please do donate it to our pre-loved Communion outfit sale. This can 

include dresses, shoes, suits/jackets and trousers. 

 



As you can see, our PTFA are very active and do a wonderful job of 

supplementing what the school can provide - thank you! 

Asda Parentkind Cashpot for Schools 

By signing up to the Asda Rewards app you can help to raise much-needed money for the school 

through the PTFA. It's simple, won't cost you anything, but is already helping the PTFA to support the 

school.  

Top tip! When searching for our school, enter the postcode - CV3 5DE - as there are lots of St Thomas 

More schools around and we want the money to come to us and not a different STM! 

Hurry though as the offer is only valid until the end of November! 

 

Volunteers Wanted! 

Do you have a spare afternoon a week that you would like to spend with some fabulous people? We 

would love to add to our growing group of volunteers. We have lots of varied things that volunteers 

can help with and at the moment, we are especially looking for volunteers to hear our children read. 

If you are able to help, please let the admin team know. All volunteers require a DBS check (which is 

free and school will arrange). 

https://stm-admin@hccmac.co.uk/


Attendance is important! 

We monitor all pupils' attendance and will contact you (often by letter and text message) if their 

attendance is getting lower than we'd expect or your child has had low attendance in the past. 

Please don't be offended  - we have a duty to keep you informed of things that can affect your child's 

progress and/or wellbeing. 

Lastly, please remember that term-time holidays will not be authorised and, in many cases, will 

result in a Fixed Penalty Notice (fine) being issued. 

Whole school attendance so far this year is 96.5% 

Attendance this week is as follows: 

• Year R - 97.2% 

• Year 1 - 97.9% 

• Year 2 - 97.2% 

• Year 3 - 95.6% 

• Year 4 - 97% 

• Year 5 - 95% 

• Year 6 - 95% 

Important Dates 

 

• Monday 4th November - return to school 

• Tuesday 5th November - Netball Match - STM vs Christ the King (Away) 

• Thursday 7th November, 5.30pm - First Holy Communion meeting in the church 

• Saturday 9th November, 5pm - Year 3 children attending Mass 
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