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St Thomas More Catholic Primary School Newsletter 

 

Pupil-led Prayer 

We have a reminder of what our school is all about this week when Year 6 and Reception met their 

prayer partners for the first time. Year 6 had carefully planned their own individual prayer time to 

share with the Reception prayer partner. The Reception children were so attentive and the Year 6 

children were thoughtful and gentle in leading their partner in prayer. 

What a beautiful afternoon! 

 



 

 

 

Cafod Family Fast Day 

Friday 4th October is Cafod Family Fast Day. This is a day when we reflect on our blessings and 

recognise when we have more than enough. Families are invited to go without (often one meal on 

this day) and to donate goods equivalent to what they would have used to those who do not have 

enough.  

We are combining this with our Harvest Thanksgiving and the parish efforts to support those in need. 

We are asking children to bring in one or more items of non-perishable foods on Friday that can be 

donated to the Food Bank to make lunches for those in need.  



Our STM community always gives generously on these events and I know our school will contribute 

well again this year. 

 

PTFA NEWS! 

PTFA Lotto! 

Exciting news! We held our first PTFA Lotto draw in Wow Assembly today. 

The winners for September's draw are: 

• 1st (£50 prize!) - number 64 - Deborah King 

• 2nd (£? prize) - number 33 - Julie Hill 

• 3rd (£5 prize) - number 51 - Cathy & Barry Gill 

(e-gift Amazon voucher) 

If you would like a chance of winning £50 e-gift Amazon voucher in the next draw, it's not too late to 

join - you can sign up easily using the QR code below. 



 

Disco 

The first school disco of the academic year will be held on Friday October 18th. As always, the event 

can only run with enough willing helpers. If you are able to help out for an hour or two, please let the 

PTFA committee know by clicking on this link. 

More information can be found on the PTFA Lotto page of the website. 

PTFA Tuck Shop 

To celebrate the arrival of half term, the PTFA will be running a tuck shop on the playground at the 

end of the day of Friday 25th October. 

https://forms.gle/1uUQcgP6oNDeSRSu7
https://www.stm.hccmac.co.uk/page/?title=PTFA+Lotto&pid=78


 

Pre-loved Sales - Donations Needed 

The PTFA will be running a pre-loved uniform sale at the disco, so remember to bring along some 

change. There are lots of items of school uniform that can be bought for a very reasonable price and 

this is a great time to stock up for winter.  

If you have any good quality pre-loved uniform that can be used in the sale, please send it in to 

school. Remember to make sure it's washed first. 

Pre-loved Christmas Jumper Sale - Donations Needed 

The PTFA would like to offer a pre-loved Christmas jumper sale before Christmas. This can only 

happen if enough pre-loved Christmas jumpers are donated though, so if you have any tucked away 

at the back of a drawer please send them in to school (washed!) to be added to the pre-loved 

Christmas jumper sale. 



 

Pre-loved Communion Outfits Sale - Donations Needed 

And lastly, if you have any pre-loved Communion clothing (boys' or girls') that you would like to offer 

to an appreciative home, please do donate it to our pre-loved Communion outfit sale. This can 

include dresses, shoes, suits/jackets and trousers. 

 

PTFA AGM  

The PTFA held their annual AGM on Monday. It was fantastic to see some new faces as well as the 

regular contributors. The minutes of the meeting can be found on the website and at the end of this 

newsletter. Don't forget to look on the PTFA page for information on the PTFA. 

https://www.stm.hccmac.co.uk/page/?title=PTFA&pid=68


 

The next PTFA meeting will be held on 11th November at 6.30pm in the Community Room - put the 

date in your diary and come along. 

 

As you can see, our PTFA are very active and do a wonderful job of 

supplementing what the school can provide - thank you! 

PE Information 

We are excited to share with you further information about the new PE structure we are running this 

year. 

Children will continue to have the weekly long session of PE. This takes half an afternoon and so is 1 

hr and 10 minutes of PE lesson. On the days when children don't have the long PE lesson, they will 

take part in Mini PE, which will last for between 10 and 15 minutes. The Mini PE will take different 



forms depending on the needs of the class, the weather and their 'PE diet' and will include activities 

like cross country, yoga, zumba, grounding exercises, stretching, walking or running the Mile Line, 

HIIT, etc. These will take place at different times of the day to enable children to participate in 

physical activity when they most need it. This means children will still receive 2 hours allocation of PE 

a week. 

We have done this for a number of reasons: 

• Children will continue to develop skills and 'PE knowledge' through the revisiting of different 

types of Mini PE across weeks and terms. 

• Increased frequency of exercise is more beneficial for physical health than larger blocks of 

exercise. 

• With child mental health at worrying levels locally and nationally, short bursts of PE everyday 

will support the mental and emotional well-being of children across the school. 

• Research shows the most effective way to develop habits is to do little and often rather than 

big chunks at more spaced out intervals. We want our children to learn how positive the 

impact of exercise can be on their lives in so many ways and for those who were previously 

suspicious of physical activity to be reminded of how much fun it can be! 

• The provision for PE is less likely to be affected by bad weather (In very bad weather children 

might miss a whole lesson of PE for two or three weeks in a row; with this system, bad 

weather might mean they miss 10-15 minutes for one or two days. All the rain this week 

seems to be testing this intention, but it should be that children are enjoying more exercise 

in total.) 

Staff received training in delivering Mini PE on Wednesday this week and so the new system will now 

be a regular part of the school day. As always, with any new initiative, we will be reviewing and 

refining as time progresses. Please remember, the intention with every decision we make is to 

improve the experience our children have, not to diminish it! 

Later in the year, we will be launching our enhanced curriculum provision which will supplement the 

existing curriculum with additional, life-enhancing skills, such as debating, appreciating nature and 

performing (more news on this closer to the launch). Some of these units will be heavily PE based, 

such as children taking part in Bikeability, and so at some points during the year, children will be 

enjoying far in excess of the 2 hrs PE. 

We're Hiring! 

We currently have a number of roles that we are appointing to, including Admin Assistant and Office 

Manager. If you know anyone who would be interested in these roles, please forward them the 

information (adverts available by clicking on the links). 

The advert for the new Headteacher can be found here. Please share this with anyone who you think 

may be interested. Your lovely messages and words have been much appreciated - thank you. 

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/147344/EDV-2024-STMCPS-75479
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/147344/EDV-2024-STMCPS-41756
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/147344/EDV-2024-STMCPS-41756
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/147344/EDV-2024-STMCPS-68906


IMPORTANT - Y6 Secondary Applications 

The admissions process for Year 6 pupils to apply to secondary schools for September 2025 is now 

open. It is vitally important that parents/carers of children currently in Year 6 completed the 

application before the deadline of 31st October. Please see below for more details. 

 



 

Do You Have the Correct Number for School? 

We advise all parents and carers to save the number for St Thomas More School in their phones. 

The Parish Office has received a number of calls from parents/carers trying to contact the school over 

the last few weeks. The church number is completely separate from the school number and they 

cannot advise or help with any queries or messages. 

Please save the school number into your phone to make reaching the right people at school easier: 

024 76 849 910 

PTFA News! 

Welcome to the PTFA! 

Every parent/carer in our school is automatically a member of the PTFA - welcome! 

The PTFA are a friendly group of parents and carers who work together to enhance the experiences 

our children have in school. This can take the form of raising funds to provide the 'extras' that make 

school life so much more fun, to putting on events such as school discos and arranging for Santa to 

visit us at the Christmas Bazaar. 

All and any help is much appreciated! Whether you are great at planning and organising, or you have 

a spare two hours to help sell sweets at the school disco, please join in to help make our school an 



even happier place. To receive more information about supporting the PTFA and join the PTFA 

Whatsapp group, follow the link on the QR code below. 

 

Asda Parentkind Cashpot for Schools 

By signing up to the Asda Rewards app you can help to raise much-needed money for the school 

through the PTFA. It's simple, won't cost you anything, but is already helping the PTFA to support the 

school.  

Top tip! When searching for our school, enter the postcode - CV3 5DE - as there are lots of St Thomas 

More schools around and we want the money to come to us and not a different STM! 

Hurry though as the offer is only valid until the end of November! 



 

Free Online Safety Course for Parents and Carers 

Matt, the schools' PCSO is delivering some free online safety courses for parents and carers of 

children of primary age. We were lucky to have Matt in school last year to deliver this course and 

feedback from parents was extremely positive, with one parent commenting that 'every parent 

needs to know this!' 

Please use the QR code to book onto the course. 

 

Volunteers Wanted! 

Do you have a spare afternoon a week that you would like to spend with some fabulous people? We 

would love to add to our growing group of volunteers. We have lots of varied things that volunteers 

can help with and at the moment, we are especially looking for volunteers to hear our children read. 

If you are able to help, please let the admin team know. All volunteers require a DBS check (which is 

free and school will arrange). 

https://stm-admin@hccmac.co.uk/


Attendance Update 

During the summer holidays, the way attendance law is used by Local Authorities was updated. This 

means that Fixed Penalty Notice (fines) are increasing and there are more stringent consequences for 

parents of children who do not attend school regularly. This reflects the importance the DfE is placing 

on children having good attendance. The latest DfE guidance, which you may find useful, is here. 

The ways schools record absences is also changing, which could impact on the 'codes' used for 

absences. 

Please note that Headteachers cannot authorise holidays during term time and all requests for leave 

of absence for exceptional circumstances must be made by completing the Leave of Absence form 

available from the school office.  

If you are finding it difficult to ensure your child has good attendance, please contact the school as 

soon as problems arise so that we can help as soon as and as much as possible. 

Attendance is important! 

We monitor all pupils' attendance and will contact you (often by letter and text message) if their 

attendance is getting lower than we'd expect or your child has had low attendance in the past. 

Please don't be offended  - we have a duty to keep you informed of things that can affect your child's 

progress and/or wellbeing. 

Lastly, please remember that term-time holidays will not be authorised and, in many cases, will 

result in a Fixed Penalty Notice (fine) being issued. 

Whole school attendance so far this year is 96.2% 

Attendance this week is as follows: 

 

Important Dates 

• Monday 30th September, 6.30pm, LGB meeting 

• Friday 4th October, Cafod Family Fast Day - please bring in donations of non-perishable foods 

• Thursday 10th October, 7pm, Mass of Thanksgiving for Bishop Timothy, STM church 

• Tuesday 15th October, Y1 visit to Herbert Art Gallery 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66bf300da44f1c4c23e5bd1b/Working_together_to_improve_school_attendance_-_August_2024.pdf


• Friday 18th October, non-uniform day - £1 donation 

• Thursday 17th October, Y6 Confirmation meeting (more details to come from Y6) 

• Friday 18th October, school discos 

• Saturday 19th October, 5pm, Mass of Commitment for Confirmandi (more details to come 

from Y6) 

PTFA AGM Minutes 

 



 

 


	St Thomas More Catholic Primary School Newsletter
	Pupil-led Prayer
	Cafod Family Fast Day
	PTFA NEWS!
	PTFA Lotto!
	Disco
	PTFA Tuck Shop
	Pre-loved Sales - Donations Needed
	Pre-loved Christmas Jumper Sale - Donations Needed
	Pre-loved Communion Outfits Sale - Donations Needed
	PTFA AGM
	As you can see, our PTFA are very active and do a wonderful job of supplementing what the school can provide - thank you!
	PE Information
	We're Hiring!
	IMPORTANT - Y6 Secondary Applications
	Do You Have the Correct Number for School?
	PTFA News!
	Welcome to the PTFA!
	Asda Parentkind Cashpot for Schools
	Free Online Safety Course for Parents and Carers
	Volunteers Wanted!
	Attendance Update
	Attendance is important!
	Important Dates
	PTFA AGM Minutes

