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Thank you! 

A huge thank you to all parents and carers who have been so supportive of your children and the 

school during the course of the year. At St Thomas More we have had a very successful year with a 

great Oftsed report and fantastic SATs results (these will be shared more widely when they are 

confirmed by the DfE in the autumn term), but more importantly, we have seen our children grow 

and flourish!  

Thank you also, for all your cards, gifts and wishes to staff at the end of the year. They are much 

appreciated! 

Goodbye and Good Luck! 

We have had bittersweet moments this week in saying goodbye and good luck to the members of 

staff who are leaving us to enjoy new adventures. 

Mrs Wilson-King, our much-loved Learning Mentor, is retiring. She has worked tirelessly, often going 

above and beyond for our children, for the last 27 years! Mrs Wilson-King has been a huge force in 

our school for supporting children and their families in times of need and will be very missed by the 

entire STM community. We wish her the very happiest of retirements! Mrs Wilson-King would like to 

express her gratitude for all the kind messages and gifts she received yesterday, it was much 

appreciated. 

Mrs Phillips will be leaving after 12 years of teaching at the school. She has worked very hard, 

particularly in ensuring our youngest children learn to read well and we thank her for all that she's 

done. Good luck, Mrs Phillips! 

Mrs Knight is leaving after two years of teaching at STM. She has worked incredibly hard and made a 

difference to many children in her short time at STM. Good luck in your new job, Mrs Knight! 

Mrs Winter will be leaving (again!) next week. Mrs Winter has been teaching at STM for just over a 

year in her most recent post and we are very grateful that she has been such a nurturing and 

adaptable teacher to work with so many of our children, especially those in Year 1. Thank you, Mrs 

Winter! 

Miss Barwell, our Office Manager, will also be leaving during the summer holidays. She has worked 

incredibly hard to make sure the school runs smoothly and is always the first person staff turn to to 

solve whatever problem they may have, from making sure there is enough paper in the school, to 

making sure teachers are covered when they are off to making sure the race track is marked for 

Sports Day! We are very grateful for the dedication and determination Miss Barwell has offered to 

ensure STM can function and wish her the very best of luck in her new job! 

Victoria, one of our wonderful Lunch Time Supervisors, will finish today also. Victoria has worked to 

keep the children safe and happy at lunchtimes over the last couple of years and has been much 

appreciated for her lovely nature and relationships with the children. We wish Victoria the very best 

of luck! 

We said goodbye to our leaving staff in an assembly yesterday where we celebrated their unique and 

special talents and gave thanks for their hard work and dedication. 



Welcome to STM! 

I am pleased to share that Miss Keane will be joining the STM staffing team in September. She will be 

teaching with Mrs Webster in Year 5. 

More Thank You-s 

There are many 'unseen' people who work very hard to make the school run smoothly and give a 

better experience for the children. Two really important groups who play a key part in this are our 

wonderful Governors and the fantastic PTFA.  

Our governors are all volunteers who give up many hours during the course of the year to make sure 

the school is run well and to help drive the strategic direction of the school. Governors don't just 

attend meetings but visit school to see the reality of a day in the life of a child at STM and work with 

staff to continue on our drive to make our school better and better. My sincere thanks go to all of our 

governors for their tireless work and support! 

The PTFA make a huge difference to the experience our children have. School budgets are 

increasingly stretched which means school can only provide the essentials  and the lovely 'extras' are 

no longer affordable. The PTFA work very hard to raise as much money as possible to ensure those 

'extras' can still happen. This year they have donated £5 per child to reduce the cost of trips and 

visits, paid for the First Holy Communion celebration cake and the Confirmation celebration cake and 

have donated a significant amount of money to the Year 6 party, as well as lots of other items across 

the school. They have also ensured events such as the school discos take place and made sure Santa 

visited the Parish Bazaar. Thank you from all to the PTFA for your hard work! 

Summer Safeguarding 

We hope everyone enjoys a safe and happy summer break, but if you are worried about a child, help 

can be found at the following places: 

• If you have concerns regarding the safety of a child, ring Coventry Multi-Agency Safeguarding 

Hub: 024 76 788 555 (Emergency Duty team: 024 76 832 222) 

• In an emergency, ring 999 

• Coventry Safeguarding Children Partnership has lots of advice and links for different areas of 

concern. 

• Childline can be contacted on 0800 111 111 

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/coventry-local-safeguarding-children-board/safeguarding-families-young-people


 

 



 

Leavers' Mass 

This morning Fr Simon celebrated a beautiful Mass with the whole school community. We gave 

thanks for the year that we've had and prayed for the pupils and staff who are moving on to pastures 

new.  

We also enjoyed a moving song from Year 6 and celebrated our Governors Award winners in Year 6: 

• St Catherine of Sienna Role Model Award: Ella  

• St Josephine Bakhita Overcoming Challenge Award: Michael 

• St Teresa of Avila Catholic Life Award: Cara 

• St Thomas of Aquinas Academic Progress Award: Piotr 

• St John Paul II Sports Award: Keisha  

• St Francis de Sales Behavioural Excellence: Lesley 

• St Thomas More Governors' Ethos Award: Joel 

Good luck, Year 6 in your new schools! We know you have shining futures ahead of you and ask that 

you remember, your hearts will always carry a little bit of STM in them as you make your way 

through the world. 



Year 6 Party 

Thank you to Johnny and Jenna Carlin from Render right, for their very generous cash donation to 

the PTFA and Yr 6 Leavers party and to J&M Drainage for supplying the Yr 6’s with ice creams on their 

last day of SATs! 

 

 



 

Catholic Social teaching Conference 

Last Thursday members of the Eco and Gift teams visited Bishop Ullathorne school. They attended 

the Social Teaching Conference. They listened to a number of speakers talking about ways that 

people can make a difference in our world, even the youngest people. It was a great opportunity to 

meet children from the other Holy Cross MAC schools. We even listened to a BBC journalist talking 

about his visit to the Arctic. Did you know that they have found microplastics in the snow that has 

fallen in the Arctic? 

Our thanks go to Mrs Chester and Mrs Kelly who have led the Eco Heroes this year and to Debbie,  

one of our wonderful parishioners who volunteers to support the GIFT Team Leaders weekly and 

accompanied the children to the conference. 

The children were a credit to our school and were inspired to be future change makers and leaders. 

Watch this space for their plans next year! 

 



 

 

 

Congratulations Eco Heroes- We Have Been Awarded Our Green 

Flag! 

We are delighted to share with our STM community that the Eco heroes have been successful in 

gaining our Eco Schools Green Flag. 

The report from our application says: 

Environmental education in your school is practical and engaging, empowering young people with 

the knowledge they need to confidently discuss and address ecological issues. 



and congratulated the Eco Heroes on: 

unearthing exciting opportunities for positive change and shining a light on areas where you could 

make a real difference. 

The report commended the Eco Heroes for their enthusiasm and ownership in making STM more 

sustainable and noted that the school is excelling in areas such as litter, healthy living and using the 

school grounds to their full potential. 

Well done Eco Heroes, Mrs Chester and Mrs Kelly! 

 

PTFA presents the STM Lotto 

The moment you have all been waiting for…the 100 Club is back but with a new name - The STM 

Lotto!!! 

Please see the attached flyer and sign up on the form link below. You have to be in it to win it!! 

Please share with family and friends - all are welcome! 

Form 

Thank you for your support. 

PTFA 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSf8H_KOD6OxI4htgROUChOxDaWALftg8Ej9WQZD3pdw0izNMA%2Fviewform&data=05|02|Michelle.James%40hccmac.co.uk|3d356dd075c94ea4a16a08dc91f20e32|2f730f0f3eaf42a1ae235596d6fdb204|0|0|638545716964476857|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|0|||&sdata=t%2FkaUw%2FjtccES4is%2BpgM0V17pwAHrCiufkiHvBeBfiE%3D&reserved=0


 

Next Year's Term Dates 

The dates for the school terms are published on the school website here. 

 

https://www.stm.hccmac.co.uk/termdates


Attendance Update 

During the summer holidays, the way attendance law is used by Local Authorities will be updated. 

This means that Fixed Penalty Notice (fines) are increasing and there are more stringent 

consequences for parents of children who do not attend school regularly. This reflects the 

importance the DfE is placing on children having good attendance. 

The ways schools record absences is also changing, which could impact on the 'codes' used for 

absences. 

Please note that Headteachers cannot authorise holidays during term time and all requests for leave 

of absence for exceptional circumstances must be made by completing the Leave of Absence form 

available from the school office.  

If you are finding it difficult to ensure your child has good attendance, please contact the school as 

soon as problems arise so that we can help as soon as and as much as possible. 

Uniform Reminder 

As parents and carers turn their thinking towards preparing for the new school year, please 

remember that the school uniform for both general wear and for PE kits is expected and other items 

of clothing should not be worn. Please remember that children are expected to wear black shoes 

(not trainers of boots). The Uniform Policy can be found on the school website. 

Free Summer Activities 

Please see below for the programme of free summer activities provided by the Family Hubs. 

https://www.stm.hccmac.co.uk/policies


 

 



 

Family Learning Free Courses 

Family Learning are running free several courses that could be of interest to parents and carers next 

term. 

• To help parents understand the British Curriculum and how we teach English and Maths to 

children we have two curriculum based ‘recorded’ online courses parents can enrol on. Each 

course is around 30 minutes per week for 10 weeks. 

• Our ‘Positive Family Foundations’ course is a nurture-based parenting programme helping 

parents understand many aspects of child development, such as attachment theory,  brain 

development and sensory regulation. We investigate their impact on the way their children 

behave.   

There is an online ‘recorded’ version that around 30 minutes per week for 10 weeks. 

There are also 4 separate face to face sessions that parents can attend. 



 

 



 

 

Supporting Your Child as the Move to secondary School 

The Local Authority are offering advice on how best to support children moving to secondary school 

in September 



 

Summer Reading Challenge 

Please see the information below about the Summer Reading Challenge run by Coventry Libraries. 

 



 

Parents in Mind 

The Parents in Mind service supports mums who are currently pregnant or have a child under 2 years 

of age, that are feeling perhaps lonely or anxious in motherhood.  We are a referral only service, and 

mums can self-refer via the link on the flyer. Please also see our website for more information -

 https://www.nct.org.uk/services/parents-mind/coventry-warwickshire. Support is delivered via a 

range of face-to-face and remote groups, with some one-to-one support also available. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nct.org.uk%2Fservices%2Fparents-mind%2Fcoventry-warwickshire&data=05|02|Sarah.Collins%40hccmac.co.uk|e01605b6a0a643117d3c08dc9b675ec3|2f730f0f3eaf42a1ae235596d6fdb204|0|0|638556115518416546|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|0|||&sdata=zon57SLRLCUrxduqpB0wnRB03OJEk%2FmvwMPs%2FcVhEhs%3D&reserved=0


 

Volunteering Opportunities 

Our Parents in Mind peer support groups currently have exciting opportunities for mums in the local 

area to join our team of volunteers.  

All peer supporters need to be mums themselves with lived experience of feeling low or anxious in 

pregnancy or early parenthood, who are now in a better place and would like to support other mums 

through this period. Volunteers with Parents in Mind are provided with our accredited training prior 

to starting their peer supporting journey to allow them to confidently provide this support, and it is a 

great opportunity to add to CVs and get back into the workplace. 



 

Child Friendly Coventry - Safe Spaces 

Please see the attached information from Coventry City Council 

 



Go Parks Challenge 

...and after enjoying the Children's Mile so much, what better way to continue the fun than by taking 

part in the Go Parks: Active Schools Challenge? 

 

Go Parks: Active Schools Challenge 

Our Go Parks: Active Schools Challenge returns from 9 June - 7 July. 

This year the challenge will be a 'Paris 2024' special, celebrating the Olympics and Paralympics. 

The challenge is free, and this year will involve 37 parks and greenspaces around the city where 

participants can win virtual medals by scanning QR codes at each park. 

This challenge edition features an exciting point and scoring system with a virtual medal table and 

family competition features via the Go CV system.  

As always, every QR code scanned in the parks means more points to your chosen school.  

The school with the most points wins the challenge.  

There will also be a range of pop-up activities in parks, exciting challenges and opportunities to win 

spot prizes along the way.   

Follow Coventry Sport on Facebook, X (formerly Twitter) and Instagram to stay up to date on all 

things Go Parks. 

Don't forget to tag yourself in your posts on X @STMschCoventry and @CovSport when taking part.  

Family Hub Updates 

News from Family Hub: 

We have launched the new Family Hub and SEND local offer through new Coventry Families portal 

at  www.coventryfamilies.co.uk  - this is the place for families, and all those that are supporting 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fcoventrysport&data=05|02|Sarah.Collins%40hccmac.co.uk|7a978e1039594e38f54908dc86b3aeb7|2f730f0f3eaf42a1ae235596d6fdb204|0|0|638533353490857081|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|0|||&sdata=MgZWJDu%2BKGFhNEQfPp88flqONit%2F56W%2BLWXcyolJCxw%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FCovSport&data=05|02|Sarah.Collins%40hccmac.co.uk|7a978e1039594e38f54908dc86b3aeb7|2f730f0f3eaf42a1ae235596d6fdb204|0|0|638533353490867374|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|0|||&sdata=Adeyyo6AKGU0vGYUEE5IN67CgLYNQtrdPoZSZQa0x0k%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fcovsport%2F&data=05|02|Sarah.Collins%40hccmac.co.uk|7a978e1039594e38f54908dc86b3aeb7|2f730f0f3eaf42a1ae235596d6fdb204|0|0|638533353490871509|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|0|||&sdata=assIBbRs9EvR2HoXwRhehwvtMpSNbIE6oevhH2CH%2BfM%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.coventryfamilies.co.uk%2F&data=05|02|Sarah.Collins%40hccmac.co.uk|6130f62ebaab4b31be4508dc8a481330|2f730f0f3eaf42a1ae235596d6fdb204|0|0|638537289356392501|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|0|||&sdata=W%2FXO1q%2B6mIDiSqloRqyLHq%2FxqdmqWm3vQ9JWdEHHnDc%3D&reserved=0


families, to access all the information that they need to help their family thrive. Please take a look, 

download the app to your phone and please use in your own practice and promote with families. 

Please see also the attached information. 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Active Events to Join In 

The new Go Parks events calendar has been released. Please see the attached flyers for information 

about outdoor activities that can be accessed across the city. 



 

 

 

Attendance is important! 

We monitor all pupils' attendance and will contact you (often by letter and text message) if their 

attendance is getting lower than we'd expect. Please don't be offended  - we have a duty to keep you 

informed of things that can affect your child's progress and/or wellbeing. 

Lastly, please remember that term-time holidays will not be authorised and, in many cases, will 

result in a Fixed Penalty Notice (fine) being issued. 

Whole school attendance so far this year is 95.7% 

Attendance this week is as follows: 



 

Have a Wonderful Summer! 

All of the STM staff wish our STM pupils and families a very happy and safe summer break. 

We look forward to seeing pupils back at school at 8.40-8.50am (both gates open) on Tuesday 3rd 

September. 

Important Dates 

• Monday 2nd September - School closed for inset day 
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